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Oak Bay United Church is a loving, 
evolving Christian community. 

 

Together, by God’s grace, we seek to: 

 Be transformed, and transforming 

 Be diverse, inclusive, and affirming of 
ALL people 

 Nurture faith and belonging for all 
ages and stages 

 Find meaning and direction in a 
complex world 

 Care for our community, locally and 
globally. 

  
 

 

 



 

Oak Bay United Annual Report July 2016 – June 2016 Page 3 

July 2016 – June 2017  

Annual Report Table of Contents 

 

Minister of Word, Sacrament and Pastoral Care ............................................................................... 4 

Report of the Board Chair .............................................................................................................. 7 

Music Ministry Report .................................................................................................................. 7 

Children & Family Ministry ........................................................................................................... 8 

Youth Group ...............................................................................................................................10 

Trustees’ Report, June 2017 ..........................................................................................................11 

Ministry and Personnel Report ......................................................................................................11 

Bring It On Cabaret .....................................................................................................................12 

Property Report ...........................................................................................................................12 

Affirm Steering Team Report ........................................................................................................13 

The Thrift Shop/Annex ................................................................................................................14 

Native Plant Garden .....................................................................................................................17 

Hospitality ..................................................................................................................................17 

Victoria Refugee Initiative ............................................................................................................18 

Chemainus Theatre “Bus Getaway Trip” ........................................................................................19 

Poinsettia Outreach ......................................................................................................................20 

Angel Gifts .................................................................................................................................21 

Prayer Shawl Ministry..................................................................................................................21 

Wellness Group ...........................................................................................................................22 

Halloween Bridge Luncheons .......................................................................................................22 

Envelope Secretary’s Report .........................................................................................................22 

Service Attendance ......................................................................................................................23 

Roll Clerk’s Report ......................................................................................................................24 

We Lovingly Remember ..............................................................................................................25 



 

Oak Bay United Annual Report July 2016 – June 2016 Page 4 

Minister of Word, Sacrament and Pastoral Care 
Submitted by the Rev. Michelle Slater  
 

Though I may speak with bravest fire, and have the gift to all inspire, 
and have not love, my words are vain, as sounding brass, and hopeless gain. 

 
Though I may give all I possess, and striving so my love profess, 

but not be given by love within, the profit soon turns strangely thin. 
 

Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control; our spirits long to be made whole. 
Let inward love guide every deed; by this we worship, and are freed. 

 
(Voices United 372, words Hal H. Hopson, from 1 Corinthians 13) 

 
The apostle Paul’s words about love in his first letter to the church at Corinth have become 

favourites for use at weddings. However, Paul’s words were not originally directed to a couple being 
married, but to a community that was struggling with faithfully living together as the body of Christ. 
Some members of the faith community were placing some spiritual gifts above others, and giving some 
members of the community more prominence and honour than others.  

Paul urges them to see that no member of the community is more or less important, but that each 
one is essential to make up the complete body of Christ. He points out that spiritual gifts and talents are of 
no use if not grounded in love, the love of God for each one of us, the love that we ought to share with 
one another. 
 As we look back on the last church year, considering the ministries we have been involved in, we 
celebrate all the various gifts that members and friends of this congregation have offered this year, in the 
service of love.  
 

The ministry of Spiritual Transformation included the following:  
 

- The DISCIPLE Bible Study series was offered in the fall of 2016, a 12 week study of the Hebrew 
Scriptures. The DISCIPLE study includes daily readings (about 15 min per day) and a weekly 
DVD based discussion group.  

- “Hidden Language” Hatha Yoga was offered weekly during February and March 2017. “The 
Hidden Language is a gentle and meditative style of Hatha Yoga that includes writing, 
visualization and mantra. Hidden Language reveals the profound interconnections of body, mind, 
speech and spirit.”  

- Pub Theology continued to provide casual opportunities to discuss some of life’s big questions, 
meeting monthly at the Penny Farthing Pub in the back room. Questions included: “Luck or 
Blessing?”, “How do you make change happen?”, “Does religious really make you happier?” 
“What is evil?”, “Do the dead remain among us?” and as part of our Affirming celebration, 
“What does the Bible really say about homosexuality?” 

- Healing Pathway is being renewed with new leadership coming forward, and new members 
taking part in the training. Healing Pathway is an accessible way to develop skills for offering 
healing to yourself and to others. The training uses a meditative, energy-based experiential 
approach. A United Church ministry, it was developed from the American Holistic Nurses 
Association’s Healing Touch. 
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The ministry of Welcoming and Hospitality included:   
 

- Our commitment to be an Affirming congregation continued with educational events for the 
congregation and community. Our report was submitted to Affirm United/S’Affirmer Ensemble, 
and we successfully received certification. We celebrated in worship on Sunday, June 4th, 
Pentecost Sunday, followed by a community BBQ. 

- After worship hospitality time continued to be hosted by teams of church members, coordinated 
by Cam Lyle.  

- Greeters (coordinated by Pauline Stephen) and Welcomers (coordinated by Dawn Williamson) 
continued to make people feel welcome as they arrive for worship. 

- Support (practical, emotional and financial) continued for the al-Sultan family as they settled in 
Victoria. The Refugee Committee also received notice recently that application for a second 
family has been received and is being considered by the government. 

- A new Hospitality Team is being formed, headed by new volunteer Susan Whitehead.  
- We took part in the United Church’s “Ministry Explorer” program from May through July 2016. 

In this recruiting project, we hosted Matthew Lindsay from London, ON as he accompanied Rev. 
Michelle in her ministry, experienced our congregational life, and learned more about the United 
Church in BC. This year, we are again hosting a Ministry Explorer. Alexandra Vancaeyzeele is 
with us from May until mid-August 2017 and we are enjoying her energy, warmth, and flexibility 
very much! 

 
The ministry of Worship and Community included the following:   

 
- Worship experiences, both regular and occasional, continued to be the beating heart of the 

congregation’s life. Regular Sunday morning worship fed us all in preaching, song, prayer and 
community sharing. We welcomed Fairfield United Church friends on Sunday, Dec. 25th and then 
joined them on Sunday, January 1st, and enjoyed the opportunity to build relationship and worship 
together. 

- Special worship gatherings included “The Longest Night: A Service of Solace” evening worship, 
early morning Ash Wednesday worship in the sanctuary followed by sharing ashes on Oak Bay 
Avenue, Maundy Thursday dinner and worship, Good Friday worship at Fairfield United Church, 
and Easter sunrise service with St Mary’s Anglican and Fairfield United.  

- A new contemplative worship experience was offered once per month this year. Taize worship 
was coordinated and led by Shannon and Dustin Demontigny, and Gordon Miller. A beautifully 
grounding and meditative experience, of candlelight, chant, scripture, silence and prayer. 

- Emergency pastoral care continued to be provided by Rev. Michelle Slater, with “keeping in 
touch” visits and phone calls offered by a variety of informal pastoral care visitors. 

- Seniors Tea with the Minister continued and was very well attended and appreciated. It includes a 
social time of conversation with tea and goodies, a short devotional or reflection and prayer by 
Rev. Michelle, and music and singing with Music Minister, Gordon Miller. Special thanks to the 
team of Susheela Dason, Laurie Hurlburt, Betty O’Coffey, Jacquie Schaus, and Mary Ann Tuller 
for their service and support. 

- A new initiative this year was the Prayer Shawl Ministry, a tangible way of offering the support, 
love and comfort of Oak Bay United Church as a part of Pastoral Care.  The shawls are knitted or 
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crocheted at home with prayers and concern for those who may receive them.  The shawls are 
brought to the office, blessed in worship and distributed at the discretion of Rev. Michelle.   

- The Men's Club Dinner continued with monthly evening of interesting conversation, good food, 
and fellowship.  

- Congregational events and gatherings included the Fall Barn Dance, Open House Sunday and 
BBQ, Christian New Year’s Party at the beginning of Advent, and the Easter Egg Extravaganza, 
and the Mix ‘n Match meal.  
 

The ministry of Serving the World included the following initiatives: 
 
- The Thrift Shop and Annex serve in a number of ways: diverting usable goods from the landfill; 

assisting those who need to move from their house to a smaller home or care facility; providing 
quality goods for a fraction of the cost to many in need; directing goods to various other 
organizations (like the Compassionate Warehouse) that help the needy in our community and 
around the world; and providing a strong support system of pastoral care and community, for the 
volunteers and customers alike.  

- Regular appeals for various causes receive enthusiastic support, whether for Our Place Society, 
Cool-Aid Society, Burnside-Gorge Housing Society, and others.  

- We entered a partnership with the Threshold Youth Housing Society, leasing them St. Columba 
House as a supportive home for 7 young people at risk of homelessness. It provides them with a 
stable and safe home base, along with staff support to complete high school, attend university, 
find meaningful work and develop life skills. 

- The congregation continued our partnership with Ukulapha Outreach Project in Slangspruit 
township, South Africa. Slangspruit. Together we provide five special nutritious meals per year to 
the over 1,000 students at Slangspruit Primary School, where many of the children eat only one 
meal a day, the school lunch provided by the government. We also continued our sponsorship of 
Asanda Ngcobo to the Alexandra High School, s a co-ed multiracial school with world-class 
academics and sporting facilities. The congregation has committed to pay Asanda’s school fees 
until high school graduation. We also held a very successful fundraiser to purchase him a 
computer for his academic work and his graphic art talents. 

 
We have seen a number of transitions in the ministry staff this past year. We were sad to say 

goodbye to office administrator Susan Whitehead on her retirement, and were grateful for her good 
humour, flexibility, dependability and commitment to the congregation’s ministry. We are pleased that 
she continues to fill in when needed. Following Susan’s retirement, we welcomed Amy Murray to the 
position of office administration and communications and have enjoyed her charm and organizational 
skills, as she learns the tasks and culture of the office. 

We continue to be blessed by Gordon Miller’s musical skill, creativity, energy, and deep faith, and 
the ministries of the Bell Choir (who went on hiatus this year) and the Worship Choir, as well as the Star 
Kids Children’s choir during Advent 2016. As Gordon gives us notice of his call to seek new challenges, 
we prepare to celebrate his ministry with us and send him on to new adventures with our blessing and 
love. 

Our Children and Family Ministry Coordinator Tressa Brotsky spent part of the year on medical 
leave and returned with new energy, creativity and vision for a ministry that truly honours children and 
youth as well as reaching out in innovative was to the wider community. While Tressa was on leave, parts 
of her position were ably filled by Kelsey Lavoie. Kelsey’s calm, warm, creative presence blessed us 
during this time of transition. 
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We were pleased to welcome Zach Burrill back to the youth ministry position. His knowledge, deep 
faith, commitment and have been a blessing not only to the youth, but to all of us.  

In spring 2016, Gordon Miller left the position of Communications and Community Outreach. We 
were glad to welcome Khalilah Alwani as Coordinator of Communications in the summer and fall of 
2016.We said goodbye to Divyam Isha as our custodian and were grateful for her dedication and high 
standards of cleanliness and order. We welcomed Douglas Round as our temporary custodian and thank 
him for his work to make our physical spaces clean and cared for.  

I am grateful to the whole ministry staff team for offering their various gifts, all serving the mission 
of God and God’s people in this place and time.  

Finally, I am grateful for each one of you, and for the amazing ministry God has entrusted to us in 
this place. Thank you for your presence, for your prayers, for your phone calls and “drop-ins”, and for 
your faithfulness to the good news of Jesus Christ.  
 

Report of the Board Chair 
For 2016 – 2017, the Board continued with a focus to ensure long term sustainability for Oak Bay United 
Church. 

In recent years, we have seen increased membership and a growing and vibrant congregation.  Our 
Ministries extend well beyond the walls of the church building and we are excited about the work we are 
doing in our neighborhood and within the wider community.   

While the congregation can generate enough income to manage the operations of the church, it cannot 
generate enough funds to also maintain our aging infrastructure.  Therefore, over the past few years, the 
Board has embarked on an aggressive course of action, looking at our options for the use of the property 
while ensuring long term financial security for the congregation.  We are committed that we will not take 
the church down a path that will result in financial difficulties so we are being very careful in looking at 
our options.   

We have been working with planning and financial consultants to determine what our best options would 
be and consulting with BC Housing and BC Conference through the process.  We hope to present some 
options to the congregation in the near future. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Cheryl Thomas, Chair 

 

Music Ministry Report 
 

Music Ministry at Oak Bay United Church comes of age. 

The Music Ministry team has grown to a point where no one or two people are responsible for carrying 
the load. In fact there has been a great maturing in the team so that on any given Sunday we can count on 
solid music leadership. MANY THANKS to all of the newcomers to choir for committing to the work. 

The OBUC Choir is blessed with several drop in singers! Some who winter here and find a church home 
(and choir) at Oak Bay and also some busy folks who can’t make a regular commitment but participate 
for special occasions. What is truly GREAT about the choir community here is they welcome everyone 
whenever they are able to make it. 

This year, in addition to regular Sunday services and special seasonal work, we restaged our Christmas 
musical “Already Perfect”. It was a lot of preparation for the choir and they had fun sharing it with the 
community. 
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With some sadness, we said THANK YOU and goodbye to the Lindsay Twine Memorial Bell Choir. The 
remaining members of the choir (Heather Davies, Dianne Groneberg, Laurie Hurlburt, Anne Lyle, Cam 
Lyle, Jill McNaught, Bev March, Betty O'Coffey, Marjorie Raine, Bernice Rumsby) decided that after the 
Christmas season the bells would take a time off -- a  fallow time -- when we wait for new opportunities 
with the bells to present. We owe a lot to the time and dedication of the bell ringers over the last 20+ 
years and we wait expectantly for new leadership to bring the joy of handbell ringing to the next 
generation. 

On a personal note: I have announced my retirement as Music Minister effective August 2017. My seven 
years with this faith community has been a wonderful journey. I have grown in my craft and in my faith. I 
have made friendships that will last forever and I will always treasure the opportunity you gave me when 
you asked me to lead music ministry here back in 2010. I hope and pray that you are as generous, kind 
and wise with your next music minister as you have been with me. 

With much love and respect. Gordon Miller Music Minister, Oak Bay United Church. 

 

Children & Family Ministry 
Children & Family Ministry Report 
submitted by Tressa Brotsky 

Our Children and Family Ministry welcomes, supports, prays with, grows and celebrates people of all 
ages in our congregation, holding space, and calling our community to be faithful people of energy, 
wonder, love and relationship. 

Children, youth and families are full participants in the life, work and community that is Oak Bay United. 
In the Children & Family Ministry we: 

 Share the richness of biblical stories and other stories of faith, with open-ended, positive and non-
judgmental engagement. 

 Offer spiritual practices from our Christian tradition, and beyond, with a focus on: prayer 
practices, being in a community, serving others, and sharing what we have. 

 Uphold Jesus as an important and positive influence in our lives, who is a current, relevant, on-
the-ground teacher of love and radical welcome. 

 Support families of all makes and shapes and orientations in tending to and understanding their 
children’s unique, personal inner faith-life. 

 Provide space for each child’s own individual experiences of, and relationship with, God to 
deepen - in their own way, on their own terms. 

The Oak Bay United Children and Family Ministry staff and volunteer team do this by thoughtfully 
designing programs and experiences to resonate with children and youth. The main principles of our 
program design and leadership with children and youth are that: 

 Everything is for them (not the adults) 
 It's about the process (not the outcome) 
 We accompany (not direct) 
 We notice and affirm (not evaluate) 

Blog: ChildrenFamilyMinistryOakBayUCC.blogspot.ca 

Facebook: OakBayUnitedFamilyMinistry 
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Instagram: @kidfamjam 

We celebrate the presence of the children’s church at Oak Bay United. 

On Sunday mornings, Oak Bay United's 10am Worship & Song begins with about 20 minutes of 
everyone of all ages gathered together for song, prayer and sacred story. After the 'Story of our Faith' is 
shared, children and youth are invited to continue exploring worship themes in age-specific programs lead 
by our Children & Youth ministry team, in our program spaces. Children and youth are also very 
welcome to choose to remain with their adults for the duration of upstairs worship. 

Pre-School & Kindergarten Church is for people who are 3 to 5 years old. They gather in the 
Children's Church room, at the foot of the front Sanctuary stairs. The children hear simple stories of our 
faith, work with thematic crafts, and play with one another in a warm and attentive environment. 

Children's Church is for people who are in Grades 1-5 (about 6-11 years old). Children's Church 
gathers in the Godly Play room, beside the kitchen. The program varies -  enjoying Godly Play, yoga, The 
Virtues Project, and learning about outreach.  

Youth Church is for people who are Grades 6 to 12 (about 12-17 years). Youth Church meets in the 
Youth room, which is outside the main church building, above the Gardiner Hall. The program rotates 
between tackling scripture, leadership, and outreach.  

The Acorn Nursery is a lovely, age appropriate space for babies and toddlers (birth to 2 years). It is an 
unsupervised space for parents and caregivers to enjoy with their little ones, at any time during the 
worship service. There is an audio feed of the worship service in the nursery. 

We give thanks for the adults and teens who support the children with committed leadership, their 
own learning through Godly Play training, and embracing the children’s church as part of their 
personal Christian service. 

The Pre-School Kindergarten, Children and Youth Church are lead by staff and volunteers from the Oak 
Bay United congregation who have been screened and have a current, successful criminal records check. 
Volunteers are supported by our Children & Family ministry staff person, and we are committed to 
enabling leadership and volunteer opportunities in the Children's Church ministry. 

We celebrate the gift of mid-week and intergenerational events, with our church and neighbours! 

Oak Bay United enjoys multigenerational community in a variety of creative, meaningful and playful 
events over the entire calendar year - Easter Egg Extravaganza, Spiritual Practices Nights, Holy 
Halloween, Carols for Young Children, Soup Meals, Games Nights, Babysitting Nights, Barn Dance, 
Karaoke + Pancakes, and more! It's love that makes a family (plus lots of other hard work, too!) - families 
of all makes and shapes are family at Oak Bay United. 

Held weekly during the school year, Point of Grace Drop in Play Group is for babies to 4 year olds, and 
their adults. Held in the Godly Play room, off the Kitchen (at the back of the main church building). 
Enjoy a cuppa with other mums, dads, nanas, aunties and caregivers in a lovely space filled with singing, 
stories and play. A simple snack, tea and coffee are provided. All are very welcome. By donation. Visit us 
on Facebook for weekly updates and closures: @OBUCpointofgrace 

Submitted by Tressa Brotsky, Children & Family Ministry Coordinator 
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Youth Group 
The Youth Group primarily meets on Sunday mornings and for weekend community activities; 
however, it is much more than the sum of these gatherings. Youth group is a space for exploring 
the mysteries and history of our faith, worship and prayer, forming and sharing Christian 
community, and sharing radical love through service—in short, youth group is a microcosm of 
everything that happens within our congregation, adapted and responding to a particular group of 
growing young adults.  

 Our fall Sunday sessions focussed on background biblical literacy, exploring the role of 
story-telling in the Christian faith through the narrative arc of the Old Testament. In reading 
these stories we encountered both the familiar and the strange—reflections of life as we know it 
and a different life that God yearns to share with us. After weeks of story-telling and wondering 
the youth became the story-tellers during worship on Christ the King Sunday, picking-up from 
Michelle’s Genesis sermon series to lead the congregation through the Israelites’ journey into a 
season of waiting for the coming of Christ. During the Advent season the youth group continued 
with the story, exploring what the first Christmas was like for those who waited so long, and how 
this story was told in different ways in the New Testament.  

 After Christmas we transitioned from story-telling to a more discussion-based approach, 
exploring the provocative preaching of Jesus. Each week we engaged the lectionary readings, 
using our knowledge of the Old Testament to understand the ways in which Jesus interprets and 
transforms the texts his disciples knew, and then considering how we are called to respond today. 
In the four weeks prior to Affirm Sunday we focussed on one modern call for understanding and 
justice, exploring gender identity, gender expression, and experiences of oppression that 
LGBTQ+ individuals face.  

 Outside of our Sunday programs we meet twice a month on weekends to share inclusive 
and positive community. These events are designed to include persons of all experiences and 
frequently welcome individuals who would not otherwise attend church, allowing our group to 
demonstrate and share Jesus’ radical love outside of our usual Sunday community. Some events 
focussed on transforming our youth group space, such as painting a large and colourful welcome 
wall in the youth room, and turning the youth room into a floor-to-ceiling blanket fort for our 
Sunday story-telling. Many were teamwork and activity focussed, including: the inaugural youth 
group Olympics, floor hockey, soccer, capture the flag, swimming, and bowling. Other evenings 
channelled creative energies into a cooking competition, carolling, learning and leading a line 
dance for the barn dance, and a popsicle stick building challenge. Finally, some youth group 
events were coordinated with other church and community events to encourage community 
participation and service, including: leading a labyrinth spiritual practice, painting and 
decorating for the barn dance, pumpkin carving for the Halloween party, and leading the Coldest 
Night of the Year team for Oak Bay United. 

 It has certainly been a busy year of growing in faith and community, and one filled with 
activities (of which of the above are only some). In closing though, I would like to thank the 
congregation for their ongoing support of this essential ministry. Through the year our youth 
group has welcomed new members and there is much to celebrate in that respect, but we should 
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also take time to reflect upon and celebrate youth of our congregation who have grown up in our 
community and continue to share their gifts and presence with us. We are blessed with kind, 
imaginative, and critical individuals and I feel incredibly lucky to walk with them; I look forward 
to seeing how they will guide our world and congregating forward. It is a wonderful thing to 
shape a life and share the gift of faith, and with God’s grace and guidance I believe that we are 
accomplishing this at Oak Bay United Church.  

Thanks, and Blessings, 
Zach Burrill  

 

Trustees’ Report, June 2017 
The Trustees of OBUC have met formally on two occasions during the past fiscal year, in October and in 
March, as well they have communicated via internet and personal contact regarding specific items of 
business.  Our membership includes: Ken Adsett, Chairman, Beverly March, Secretary,  Lynne Rippon, 
Lyn Volk, George Stewardson, Graham Howard, and Jake Schaffer, Board Liaison.   All incumbent 
members have agreed to serve the 2017 – 2018 term, except Jake Schaffer who wishes to retire from this 
committee.   Rev. Michelle Slater, OBUC Minister, attends meetings in an advisory capacity and Andre 
Clouthier, Board Treasurer, has also attended meetings to keep us apprised of the Church’s financial 
situation.  Mike McAuley has kept us informed regarding negotiations with The Threshold Society and 
the lease of St. Columba House,  as well as plans and negotiations regarding future use of the OBUC 
properties.  On behalf of the congregation I would like to thank all of these people for their time and their 
sense of responsibility.  

The Trustee mandate is primarily one of oversight of the Church’s property and resources.  To this end, 
individual Trustees have worked with members of the Church Board and Staff to maintain a watchful eye 
on: Church Funds, Property and Liability Insurance, Mortgage renewal, and the Physical Properties 
including Inventory and Property Taxes.   

Respectfully Submitted 

Ken Adsett, Chairman 

  

I would like to nominate the following as OBUC Trustees for 2017 – 2018: 

  

Ken Adsett, Beverly March, Lynne Rippon, Lyn Volk, George Stewardson, Graham Howard. 

And I would like to thank Jake Schaffer for his service as Trustee during the past two years. 

  

Ministry and Personnel Report 
M & P Annual Report for OBUC 2016-17 

“Change” has been constant for all employees at OBUC during the past fiscal year.  There were periods 
of time when we had temporary staff: Khalila Alwani covering “Communications” and Kelsey Lavoie 
covering “Children and Family”.  During this year we also celebrated the retirement of our Office 
Administrator, Susan Whitehead and our Custodian, Divyam Isha.  This was good news for both of them 
but a loss for OBUC and a time of change with orientation and welcome for Amy Murray in the office 
and Douglas Round as he covers custodian duties.  In addition to working with new people, we have 
adjusted to new computer processes including software, e-mail addresses and filing systems.  Some of us 
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still have more learning to do about this. The M & P committee participated with the Board in the 
successful submission of an application for funding from Conference for a trial Young Adult program 
which is in the starting phase as we end this fiscal year.  We welcome Kelsey Lavoie and Emily Charter 
as they lead this pilot project through the coming summer and fall.  In addition to managing these staffing 
changes with recruitment, job descriptions, etc., we restarted annual performance reviews for employees, 
and have begun recognition times for the many “unpaid employees” – our volunteers.  We have recently 
been informed that our Music Minister, Gordon Miller, has decided to seek new challenges, so we will be 
busy this summer with the impossible task of recruiting his replacement.  The M & P committee has been 
thankful for the additional help of a new committee member, Lila Mee. Finally, M & P would like to 
acknowledge our gratitude for the past work of Bob Harry, a previous long standing member of our M & 
P committee who passed away recently.   

Respectfully submitted by: 

Cathy McAuley, Team Lead  

for M & P Team:  Robbie Bagot, Steve Clark,  Lila Mee and Jacquie Schauss. 

 

Bring It On Cabaret 
Cabaret started off the 2016 – 2017 season with a hand off from our founding MC, Jim Ricks.  With a 
committed group of volunteers and a well-established regular audience, the show continued on with its 
usual energy and enthusiasm. On the 3rd Friday of the month, the Community Hall is transformed into a 
coffee house and we welcome about 100 guests who enjoy excellent ‘open mic’ performers and a block 
buster headliner act.  This year, there was the regular hiatus in December for the holiday season.  There 
also was no show in May since that weekend was ChorFest 2017 and the Young Adult Non-Auditioned 
Choir was using Oak Bay United Church as their practice space.  

We had a couple of ‘standing room only’ shows.  The biggest night was when Maureen Washington was 
our headliner as she has a very loyal following in town and they all came out to support her. 

This community is so blessed with talent that the shows were always amazing.  We are always in awe of 
the quality of performances we get to enjoy.  Many of the performers have indicated that they really 
appreciate the open, accepting and attentive environment.  This environment is very nurturing for 
‘newbies’ to give performance a try and we have been honoured to provide that supportive environment. 

 

Submitted by  
Gordon Miller and Chery Thomas 

 

Property Report 
July and August of 2016 saw a flurry of activity focused on St Columba House in preparation for the 
youth of Threshold Housing Society who began moving in September 1st. Contractors delivered  an 
exterior paint job, new vinyl plank flooring,  new water saving toilets and some work in the kitchen to 
allow for a second stove. Home Depot provided a volunteer crew and paint to do the interior.  A Rotary 
Club work crew organized by Cheryl Thomas  spuced up the landscaping and rebuilt the raised beds. 

In September a removable reusable temporary wall was constructed for Gardiner Hall so a portion of the 
hall could be closed off to store merchandise in a quick move from active Thrift Shop to a venue for a 
dance or congregational meal.  With the help of many volunteers we went from Friday Thrift Shop to 
congregational event and back to Thrift Shop set up in 48 hours. 

Regular ongoing building maintenance is done by volunteers where possible with Brian Maclean 
spending many of his Wednesdays at the church painting, changing lights and fixing things. 
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We have a contractor who cuts the grass but the rest of the landscaping and grounds work is done by 
volunteers.  While there are others, Annette Morrice and Merle Newberg are often there one or more 
times a week tending the gardens.  Brian is often a one man clean up crew when the leaves start to fall. 

A key element of any property plan is a major/capital maintenance plan and a site development plan. In 
recent years there has been little money available for major maintenance. As a result there is a significant 
backlog of major capital maintenance on the sanctuary, that includes repointing of brickwork and the 
rebuilding of the front entrance ramp. Preliminary estimates for this work is $200 to $250 thousand. 

Gardiner Hall is not up to Seismic code and requires interior and exterior painting as well as refinishing of 
the floors.  A seismic upgrade would cost $300,000 or more if technical feasible. Paint and floors would 
cost in the range of $50,000. 

The duplex is close to the end of its useful life and will need to have a major renovation or be replaced. 

The Property Chair and the Board Chair have been working over the last two years to consider how we 
might make better use of the church property and find the funding to renew the space required for church 
programing. We have recently hired a property development consultant and an architectural firm to help 
us with a development feasibility study.  The results will be available in the near future. 

 

Respectfully submitted. 
Mike McAuley  
Property Chair  

 

 

Affirm Steering Team Report 
June 2017 

In the spring of 2015, the congregation of Oak Bay United Church (OBUC) voted almost unanimously to 
undertake a process of discernment and reflection, to discover what it means to be inclusive and seek 
justice for all. To be an affirming congregation in the United Church of Canada means that we are 
publicly welcoming and inclusive of everyone, regardless of gender expression, sexual orientation, age, 
race, or socio-economic status.  

The Affirm Team guided our reflection and learning, with a variety of educational events, activities, 
consultations and information sharing. This reflection and discernment resulted in the congregation voting 
overwhelmingly in favour of becoming an “Affirming Congregation” in June 2016, committing to the 
following vision statement:  

To be affirming in our entire ministry, accepting and welcoming regardless of age, gender expression 
health, race, sexual orientation, differing abilities, religious, ethnic, linguistic or economic background.  

In the past year (2016-2017), the team completed our report and after several attempts, it was received 
and approved by Affirm United/S’Affirmer Ensemble, the network of Affirming Congregations. While 
we waited to hear of our approval and certification, the Affirming ministry continued: 

- During Pride Week 2016, we hung a large Pride flag in our outdoor sign. After the tragic killings 
of LGBTQ people in Orlando in June 2016, we placed the words, “LOVE IS LOVE IS LOVE” as 
a sign of our support and grief. Neighbours called to thank us for our visible support. 

- We bought a number of children’s books for our library and nursery that celebrate different kinds 
of families, and different gender identities. 

- We hosted an LGBTQ+ ALLYSHIP WORKSHOP for Youth (12-18), Young Adults (19-35), 
and their Leaders at our church, with leadership offered by Anna White, the director of 
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CampOUT!, a  youth and young adult camping experience that’s housed in the Institute for 
Gender, Race, Sexuality and Social Justice at UBC in Vancouver. 

- Our minister preached explicitly on God’s creation of and love for diversity (in a sermon on the 
Tower of Babel), and regularly includes references in her sermons to God’s love for LGBTQ+ 
people and our call to embrace, affirm and advocate for all people. 

- We are more intentional in avoiding gendered language (“brothers and sisters”), and instead using 
more gender neutral and inclusive language (“siblings in Christ, children of God, God’s beloved 
people”). 

- Our youth minister led a unit on being Affirming with Youth Church on Sunday mornings. 

- We have new signage planned for our accessible washroom, to note that it is gender-inclusive as 
well.  

- We will take part again in the Pride Parade and Festival this summer. 

 

We celebrated our Affirming status on Sunday, June 4th with Pride and Trans flags, special music, candle-
lighting and a litany of Affirming commitments. Then we shared a delicious BBQ and beautifully 
designed (and tasting) cake!  

Thank you to everyone who took part in any of our Affirming Celebration events, and for committing 
yourself to Jesus’ call of radical welcome. 

 

Affirm Steering Team 

Carol Martin, Dennis Oliphant, Mary Jean Smith, Dan and Jacquie Schaus, Sarah Schumanski, Rev. 
Michelle Slater 

 

The Thrift Shop/Annex 
Shop 

This year 2016 -2017 has been very good to our Thrift shop. Sales increasing, customers happy, staff 
always enjoying their contacts and work, and we love keeping abreast of all our affairs at home. 

Lots and lots of bags of clothing are delivered weekly to Our Place and Christmas cards for those who 
need to keep in touch with families were packed and delivered this year. 

Sandy Meriman are supplied with handbags, cosmetics and clothing to aid women searching for work and 
help their appearance for interviews. 

This year we had a request to supply the local prison with Christmas cards also and we were happy to 
help. 

All these bags and donations are kindly delivered by our church members weekly.  

I had a few trips to the Emergency at RJU and was unable to work for quite a long period and the staff 
were remarkable, they all knew what needed to be done, carrying the load as well as keeping me up to 
date with sales etc. 

We have morning Devotional and Prayer before we enjoy our coffee, then feeling refreshed in mind and 
spirit open the door to the line of happy customers waiting patiently at 10:00 am We now close at 1:00 
pm, sometimes having to ask the customers to leave so that we can go home. 

With the Lord’s Blessing, we carry on to aid our church, in gratitude always, 

Lucy Holland 
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Annex 

Revenue and Outreach continue to increase from both the Thrift Shop and the Annex. We continue to see 
new customers and we have several new helpers who in past lives were regular customers and as one said 
“crossed the line” to become one of our valued volunteers. We are grateful for our regular volunteers who 
spend many hours washing and polishing, and making their area look attractive. Our customers often 
come as much for the friendly chat as the purchase-ministry at work. 

 

We are constantly amazed at the line up of customers-and at the continual supply of quality goods. 
Sometimes we pick up the items and sometimes they are dropped off. Regardless it’s always like 
Christmas getting to the bottom of the box 

 

Coffee and conversation continue in the Community Hall on sale days-many of our folks need a place to 
sit and rest and enjoy the social contacts with others. On Wednesday mornings, all the helpers get 
together and sometimes visitors drop in as well-always lots of laughter and stories.  

 

You will read in the “Serving the World” section of the report about the many ways we are able to help 
other people both locally and around the world because of donations to the Thrift Shop/Annex. 

 

We feel blessed to be able to use the resources of the Thrift Shop/Annex to offer fellowship and tangible 
outreach to our community. 

 

We’re always happy to have more willing hands and strong backs to help-come along-you’ll be surprised 
at what all goes on 

 

Serving the World 

Many of our community outreach projects both local and worlds away, are possible because of donations 
to the Thrift shop/Annex. Our congregation is always generous when we have special requests for money 
or specific goods. 

 

The following local projects have been supported by Oak Bay United Church: 

 

Mustard Seed: operates a food bank and offers programs in their Family Center to give a hand up to low 
income families. We have provided slow cookers, canners and canning jars, hand mixers and blenders for 
their cooking classes, canned and dried food donations and many mugs for coffee breaks. Several 
members of our congregation help at the center on a regular basis.  

Jackie Cox-Zeigler is our liaison-jcox.zeigler@gmail.com 

 

Our Place: serving the homeless and vulnerable citizens of our city. We contribute to this vital non-profit 
society by: 

 Providing weekly bags of clothing, bedding, suitcases, pet items, and personal care items. Thanks 
to Bob Erickson for his drop-offs. 

 Contributing baking and other foods for special events 

 Giving Angel Gifts at Christmas a program initiated by OBUC many years ago 
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 Several members of our congregation assist on a regular basis at meal times, and the Sing Your 
Joy Choir funded and served meals there as part of their outreach. 

 Making cash donations 

 

Sandy Merriman House: provides emergency shelter and drop-in space for homeless or inadequately 
housed women and children .Thrift Shop sends weekly bags of clothing, personal care items, and small 
bags or suitcases for the women to carry their possessions with dignity. Heather Davies is our delivery 
person. 

 

Burnside Gorge Housing Outreach Program: This is a growing partnership for us-assisting low 
income, often single parents fleeing abusive relationships or newly arrived single immigrants with several 
young children. Burnside Gorge Housing is mandated to find accommodation, but families often have no 
money for essential furniture and household goods. We enjoy meeting the families and assisting them to 
find suitable items. Sometimes they need children’s clothing and we always find cuddly toys and books to 
add to their collections. This year we helped 16 families with 27 children including three new babies. At 
least one of our families has brought their children to our drop-in children’s program and participated in 
other church related activities—and brought lots of smiles and laughter to the congregation. 

The notes of appreciation from the Outreach workers attest to the importance of this tangible support for 
families. 

 

Out of the Rain Youth Program: provides safe, warm, dry shelter and meals [morning and evening] for 
homeless youth in the downtown area. We provide gloves, sox, scarves, back-packs during the cold 
weather months of Oct-March. We have received heartwarming notes of thanks from the youth, so know 
the items are greatly appreciated. 

 

Coldest Night of the Year Walk: this year Oak Bay United Church folk of all ages participated in a 
national fund raising walk on a chilly evening in February. Under the  leadership of Zack and our Youth 
group, our team raised the most funds for the second year in a row [even beat out the Evangelicals!!] and 
received a certificate of appreciation from Mustard Seed. What can we do next year to top that?? 

 

Syrian Refugees: We have been assisting a number of families with furniture and household goods. Bill 
White’s report describes the support the joint congregations of St Aiden’s and Oak Bay United Churches, 
in partnership with the Mosque, have provided to our “Privately Sponsored” family. We continue to 
receive requests for the “Government sponsored refugees” who do not have as much personal support and 
we expect this will be ongoing as the government meets its commitment to bring more new Canadians to 
the Victoria area.  

 

Therapeutic Riding Group: we had fun lending toys and costumes “that just appeared” for a circus- 
themed fund raiser for children with disabilities. We can imagine the smiles and laughter this event will 
bring. 

  

We also reach out further around the world:  

  

Compassionate Resource Warehouse: This non-profit local organization works in partnership with 
many other organizations to provide essential items for people affected by disease, poverty, political 
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upheaval or natural disasters around the world. We deliver bags of clothing, bedding, unbreakable 
household goods, toys, children’s books, and Bibles, medical and school supplies weekly. We also 
respond to special appeals-this year the Warehouse was asked to send 3 containers to Syrian Refugee 
Camps in Lebanon and Jordan, and one into the desert in Syria near Alleppo to help those in need of 
medical and mental health attention. We also sent dishes and cutlery for disaster kits and school supplies 
to Nepal and Philippines devastated by earthquakes, and hurricanes. For more information see their 
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/CRWarehouseVictoria . Our contact is Betty Thacker. 

  

Oliver Dason’s School Meal Program: Oliver continues to raise money to provide nutritious meals for 
school children in Slangspruit, South Africa. Our church has been a strong supporter of Oliver’s initiative. 
The Board continued our financial support of a $2200 scholarship for a graduating student, and we held a 
wonderful multi-cultural dinner to raise funds for a graphic design computer for our Ukulapha student. 

 

Mission and Service Fund: a national United Church Fund, works with partners around the world for 
peace and justice. Over   $12,000 was contributed by the congregation in 2016. 

Submitted by Betty Thacker 

 

Native Plant Garden 
If you just thought, “I didn’t know we have a native plant garden”, you are probably not alone in the 
congregation. More people from the neighbourhood are coming to enjoy this lovely tranquil spot behind 
the duplex. We started to remove the invasive blackberries and daphne in 2011 and by 2012 we started to 
plant over 70 different species of drought tolerant native plants which attract many species of butterflies 
and birds. The flowering currants and nodding onions were particularly spectacular this year. We have a 
resident hummingbird that checks out anyone who wanders in, and the cheeky squirrels [when they aren’t 
wandering into the sanctuary!] provide lively entertainment along with the deer and raccoons that 
regularly come to browse at their “banquet”. There are small special things for children to discover and 
the back lawn area provides a great space for play and laughter. The picnic table is always available and 
there is a bench at the far end for those who like solitude. 

 

Anyone interested in helping to weed or water is most welcome-or just come to sit beneath the trees and 
enjoy the sights and sounds. You will leave rested and restored. 

Betty Thacker 

 

 

Hospitality  
A huge gap was left when the long serving Food Service Team retied last year. In an attempt to fill that 
gap I have taken on the role of Hospitality Co-coordinator. It is early days and I am still finding my feet. I 
have organized three events to date, Maundy Thursday supper, Easter breakfast and the Affirm 
celebration BBQ. I think I am doing alright, but would love to form a core group of people whom I could 
call on as needed, also to come up with ideas and suggestions of how we can improve the hospitably that 
we provide. If you would like to join me in providing hospitality, please let me know.  Thank you to 
everyone who has helped me so far – I couldn’t do it without you! 

Susan Whitehead 
Hospitality Coordinator  
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Victoria Refugee Initiative 
In September, the Sultan sons returned to their schools. Majeed’s  English language skills  were greatly 
increased by attending  Stewart College for several weeks  in  August. Husin had been attending this 
private language school since their arrival.  Ayman had started  working  part time  as a dishwasher at a 
local restaurant. 

In the Fall we learned Khitmia was expecting a baby due in early 2017. 

The sons happily returned to playing soccer utilizing their considerable skills. We were fortunate in 
arranging for volunteers to drive them as needed to and from their games. 

Volunteers also assisted by driving Khitmia to and from medical appointments related to her pregnancy.  

Preparing the family to be able to function independently at the end of January, 2017 was an ongoing key 
objective for the Team. The parents obtained credit cards to facilitate building a credit rating for their 
future. We worked with Husin in identifying his work skills, interests and where he could receive 
additional assistance in obtaining employment.   

Future affordable housing was a major concern for them. With our support, they applied for subsidized 
housing which would significantly help them with their future monthly costs. Given the significant 
number of families on the waiting list we learned such  housing is unfortunately not  likely in the near 
future.  

In December we were engaged in assisting them in preparations for the arrival of the baby. 

Mid-February Khitmia gave birth to a baby boy, Amir. The family as well as the Team were most grateful 
for the visits of the Public Health nurse. At nearly 4 months of age Amir strongly resembles his brother, 
Majeed.  When visiting the family Team members have been delighted to have the opportunity of holding 
Amir!  

The family continues to live in the two-bedroom rental suite. They now have a vehicle and Husin has 
periodic work gardening, cleaning windows and gutters. He has an entrepreneurial spirit and seeks to 
establish his own business. Through the generosity of the OBUC Thrift Shop he has accumulated tools 
and equipment to get started.   

Majeed will advance to a Middle School in September. Ayman will have completed his grade 12 and has 
an interest in attending college or obtaining employment.  

Although our legal sponsorship term ended January 31, 2017 we are available to the family and have 
recently assisted with several issues. They encourage us to visit and are most welcoming. We see our role 
now as that of friends. 

From the time of their arrival the Sultan family have been concerned for the safety of their eldest son who 
had remained in Syria. He had been trying to leave Syria for the past several years. This May he 
succeeded in getting to Turkey. The family is greatly relieved knowing he is out of Syria however now 
there is the uncertainty of how and when they will be reunited.  We will do what we can to assist him in 
his efforts to come to Canada.  

Since applying to sponsor a specific second family a year ago under the reuniting of families program we 
just heard this May we have been approved.  If the family is approved, which now takes considerable 
time, it could be well into 2018 before they arrive. This family of 6 has relatives residing in Victoria.   

With your ongoing generous support the sponsorship and settlement of the Sultan family has been 
possible. Although there are challenges ahead for them they have had the necessary support and gained 
the confidence to move forward.  

I wish to express my personal appreciation to the Sponsorship Team of Gary Martin, Gaye Sharpe, Helen 
Smith (the wider community) and Frances Stocks (St.  Aidan’s) for their contribution of time, expertise, 
energy, enthusiasm and commitment to the Sultan family. 
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Respectfully submitted 
Bill White 
Chair 
Victoria Refugee Initiative Sponsorship Team 

 

Chemainus Theatre “Bus Getaway Trip” 
Chemainus Theatre Festival      “Comfy Bus Get Away Trip” 

Wow, June is busting out all over, what with dinner gatherings, Affirming celebration BBQ, fund raising 
dinner, celebrating Diversity and student Asanda of Slangspruit school, last Cabaret of the season, 
multiple meetings and tons of emails and phone calls. 

“Lord have mercy”, its also time for an Annual Report-----so it is my pleasure to forward my report on 
our continuing success of serving our Church and surrounding community for 22 years, (Bruce Martin, 
1995 – 2005, yours truly, 2005 – 2017). 

Last year we booked 4 amazing productions, (1) Million Dollar Quartet, unfortunately due to a traffic 
accident, we were unable to arrive at our destination. Chemainus refunded all our money plus Wilson Bus 
Co. also refunded money.  

Well done,  great PR. The next production was “Harvey” in May, “Foot Loose” in August and an 
amazing production of “A Christmas Story”, in November. 

We have an average of 35 to 50 people who attend regularly. We also have the best seats in the house, the 
best price in town. The only thing you need to do to come on board is to leave all your worries and 
concerns at home and just relax, enjoy, eat, drink, laugh and spend a little money on yourself or loved 
one, friend or your BFF, (Betty Forgie Forever). 

Our next trip is August 19th, ‘Rock Legends”, and for Christmas, November 18th, ‘Cornwall’s Cancun 
Christmas”. 

All ages welcome.... 

Respectfully submitted, 

Betty Forgie 
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Poinsettia Outreach 
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Angel Gifts    
In 1997, Carolyn Stevens, a member of our congregation, had an idea - an idea that would be 
implemented and, over time, expand far beyond the four walls of Oak Bay United Church. Carolyn felt 
that individuals in our congregation might be interested in doing God's work in  very small but direct way, 
by purchasing a Christmas present for a person using the services of Open Door. She knew that many of 
these people would not be receiving any gifts; that they seldom had the luxury of anything brand new to 
wear; and that warm clothing was always in need during the winter months. Our Place was asked to send 
some first names with sexes and sizes, and a few members of Oak Bay United were delighted to purchase 
gifts for these people. The Angel Gift programme was born.  

Various churches and organizations heard about our initiative and felt that they too would like to 
participate. As a result, over the years, this outreach programme has expanded dramatically. Last year, 
803 gifts were donated by 19 churches, 11 schools, 1 group of employees from a government office and 
several individuals. The Angel Gift programme has become a bit of a Christmas tradition in Victoria. To 
see all these gifts filling the pews at St. Aiden's Church, where they are now collected prior to delivery for 
the Our Place Christmas party, is heartwarming indeed. A bus driver in the city said he can always tell 
when the party has been held because so many of the people from Our Place are wearing brand new 
clothing the next day.  

About 2 weeks before the programme begins, we let the congregation know that the sign up date is 
coming up. We show a very moving video made by Our Place, discussing this outreach programme and 
showing recipients from other years opening their gifts with great excitement and anticipation. There are 
also announcements at Sunday services and in the bulletin. Many of members of our congregation would 
have already purchased a gift, however, as they start keeping an eye out for something special to purchase 
as soon as the fall season begins. On the big date, donors choose the person or people they would like to 
buy for from a list provided by Our Place. The list includes first names with each person’s gender, age 
and size so we can all try to give something that is as personal and appropriate as possible. We are 
encouraged to put a personal note in our gifts. 

Many of us who participate in the programme say the Angel Gift is our favourite present to shop for each 
year. We get great satisfaction from buying for a specific individual and feeling that our gift is needed and 
will be truly worthwhile. It is a beautiful opportunity to share our own good fortune, live the real meaning 
of Christmas and to celebrate God's love. And it all started at Oak Bay United Church! 

Submitted by Pauline Stephen  

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Prayer Shawl Ministry is one way we may put the love of Jesus the Christ into action.  It offers the 
support, love and comfort of Oak Bay United Church by creating shawls to be used as a part of the 
congregation’s Ministry of Pastoral Care.  The shawls are knitted or crocheted at home with prayers and 
concern for those who may receive them, brought to the office, blessed in worship and distributed at the 
discretion of Rev. Michelle.  They are used as gifts of love and connection in the celebration of baptism 
or other special circumstances, and as reminders of the support and love of the congregation to folks in 
grief, illness or situations of stress and anxiety.   

Many people have expressed a desire for the shawls for a loved one, friend or neighbour.  In the last few 
weeks, 10 to 12 shawls have been distributed out of the approximately 20 shawls recently blessed in 
worship. The shawls have helped to spread the word within and beyond the congregation that Oak Bay 
United Church is an inclusive and caring community.   

If you would like to participate in the Prayer Shawl Ministry, please contact Barb Foster at 250 598 
5200 or Helen Waddell at 250 592 4024.  If you would like to learn to knit, or simply enjoy the company 
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of other knitters, you might like to join The Oak Bay Knitters which meet in the church on a regular 
basis.  For meeting times and places, please contact Marjorie Raine at 250 598 1030.  

 

Wellness Group 
The Wellness Group meets at 1:00PM on the 3rd Thursday of each month in the Community Hall for tea 
and conversation.  We appreciate the support we receive from Rev. Michelle Slater and the University of 
Victoria Speakers' Bureau. 

New members and drop-ins are most welcome. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Joy Gregory" 

 

Halloween Bridge Luncheon 
Once again we had a very successful bridge luncheon on Monday October 24, 2016. We began having the 
luncheon in spring 2007 following the example of the Gonzales UCW group that used to do it in years 
gone past. It was soon decided to do it once a year and we chose Halloween as the time.  
 
We had 23 tables (which included a games table and a mahjong table) Many of our bridge players return 
year after year. We raised $2632.00 which was donated to the children's Godly Play program.  
 
Each year we provide coffee and goodies when the players arrive and then a luncheon at noon including 
tea sandwiches and fancy goodies. We make the sandwiches the day before the luncheon and make the 
goodies at home. The sweets also come from members of our congregation. Thank you to those of you 
who provide the homemade sweets.  
 
During lunch our music minister Gordon Miller serenades the group with his music. Our minister, 
Michelle Slater welcomes everyone to the event. We all wear witch's hats and some of us dress up. Our 
guests also may be wearing costumes. We do have a lot of fun.  
 
Thank you to everyone who made it possible: Clare King, Dawn Williamson, Dianne and Jerry 
Groneberg, Don O'Coffey, Gail Hagen, Grace Smith, Heather Davies, Jacquie Corrigan, Joanne Hill and 
Sarah and Craig Sigalet, Laurie Hurlburt, Lyn Volk, Marjorie Raine, Marta Wishart, Maureen Erickson, 
Pauline and Dave Stephen,  
 
Submitted by Betty O'Coffey 

 

Envelope Secretary’s Report 
Envelope Secretary & Collection Counters Report June 2017 

 The collection is counted each Sunday after church by one of four teams (three people each) and 
then deposited into the bank by the team leader.  

 Many thanks to George Stewardson (retired), Meryle Howard, Jacquie Corrigan (on two teams), 
Lynne Rippon, David King, Dan Schaus, Wendy Smith, Aaron Hurlburt, Sharon Fisk, Lyn Volk 
and Jacquie Schaus (spare) for all your help. Without you, this wouldn’t be the “well-oiled 
machine” that it is! I thank you from the bottom of my heart. 
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 We are currently in need of one more team counter. The time commitment is less than ½ hour 
once a month so it’s not difficult or time-consuming!  If you are interested, please talk to me or 
email or phone. Thank you. We need you! 

 

There are several ways to make your Sunday morning offering to Oak Bay United Church.  

1. Donate cash into the collection plate. This cannot be accredited to you, however, and so no 
income tax receipt would be forthcoming. If you deposit a cheque into the collection plate, your 
name & address would be recorded (if they’re on the cheque) and an income tax receipt would be 
issued in the new year. 

2. Utilize church-issued numbered envelopes, available from me. These are confidential (please 
don’t write your name on the envelope!) and only I can trace the offering to the giver. You will 
get an income tax receipt. There is no charge for these envelopes. If you wish to do this, forms are 
available on top of the bookcase in the Community Hall. I need this completed in order to get all 
your contact information. 

3. The easiest method of giving is by PAR (Pre Authorized Remittance). Head office of United 
Church of Canada withdraws your set, specified amount of money each month (around 20th of the 
month) from your bank account. I reconcile a list of contributions sent to me each month, as well 
as process changes, additions & cancellation of your PAR. If you would like to start, change or 
cancel PAR, please fill out the appropriate form available in the Community Hall on top of the 
library shelf and deliver it to the office in a sealed envelope (for your privacy). You will need to 
include a void, blank cheque with your initial commencement of PAR. 

 

Respectfully submitted by 
Marjorie Raine 
OBUC Envelope Secretary 
Email: givings@oakbayunitedchurch.ca 

 

Service Attendance  

Month 

Average 
Attendance 

2016 

Average 
Attendance 

2017 
Jan  161 138 
Feb 165 135 
Mar 187 128 
Apr 149 174 
May 138 122 
Jun 132  
Jul 125  

Aug 99  
Sep 136  
Oct 139  
Nov 152  
Dec 160  
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Roll Clerk’s Report 
For period December 31, 2015 – December 31, 2016 

Total number of members December 2015 208 
Names added  
   Certificate of Transfer 8 
   Reaffirmation of Faith 1 
   Confirmation/Baptism 0  

 
 Names removed  
   By Certificate of Transfer 1 
   Due to death 3 
   By request 1 
   
Total number of members December 2015  212 

 
Baptisms 1 
Weddings 3 
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We Lovingly Remember  
We lovingly remember each person - member, adherent, or supporter – who has died since our last report 
to the congregation, 

We also remember those who died and were formerly associated with our community. 

 

Anne Battersby 

William Bell 

Elinor Branter 

Bob Harry 

Joan Jasper 

Lenora Limacher 

Gary Martin 

Adele Nicholson 

Verna White 
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