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September 1, 2017 
Dear Neighbours: 
 
This is the first in a series of newsletters to keep you informed about our plans to re-

develop our property.  We are re-developing so we can continue to provide ministry 

and serve the needs of the Oak Bay community. Oak Bay United Church has been 

serving this community for over 100 years in a variety of ways and we hope to 

continue to do so for many years to come.  Obviously, ministries and programs will 

change as the needs of the community change and we look forward to having 

continual conversations with our neighbours about what is needed. 

With rising rents and a very low vacancy rate, it is difficult for downsizing seniors, 
university students and working people to find affordable rental housing. It’s our hope 
that we will be able to use our church property to create affordable rental housing that 
will complement our community and provide housing for the people who live, study 
and work here. We’re at the very beginning stages of our planning.  We have given a 
short briefing to Oak Bay Council to advise them we have just started the process, and 
we’ve had significant interest from our neighbours about our plans. At this point, we 
are gathering information as part of a review process to ensure an environmentally, 
socially and economically sustainable future for our property.  An architect will be hired 
shortly and we hope to collaborate with our neighbours and the broader community 
starting in late September.  
 
We would like to keep you informed as we move through the planning process. We will 
be holding collaborative planning meetings and open house events; and, we will be 
distributing printed newsletters as we have new information and opportunities to share. 
We will also be sharing this information via our e-newsletter so please sign up at 
www.oakbayunitedchurch.ca/project  
 
Please contact our property development team with any questions at 
project@oakbayunitedchurch.ca 

 
Best regards, 

 
Cheryl Thomas, Chair 
Property Development Committee 
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