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— The Phoenix
Affirmations

The Phoenix

Affirmations is a set of
twelve principles originally
penned by a group of clergy
and laypeople

from Phoenix, Arizona, in an attempt to articulate
clearly the broad strokes of the emerging Christian
faith. Pastors, theologians, and biblical scholars from
every mainline denomination, with degrees from

major seminaries and divinity schools, added input.

The Phoenix Affirmations take on a threefold
structure, based on the Three Great Loves identified
by Jesus and affirmed within Judaism: Love of God,
Love of Neighbor, and Love of Self. (Matthew 22:34-
40//Mark 12:28-31//Luke 10:25-28; cf. Deuteronomy
6:5; Leviticus 19:18) The Phoenix Affirmations are not
meant to be a static set of principles to stand for all
time. The authors attached a version number to
them—currently 3.8—indicating that the Affirmations
are the product of continual modification and may be
amended in the future in light of new awareness and
deeper understanding of what is believed to be God’s
call. In contrast to a Creed, the Affirmations are not
meant to serve as a test of faith against which a
person’s Christian commitments are to be verified.

Which could you sign? Which would you modify — and
in what way?

THE PHOENIX AFFIRMATIONS Version 3.8
CHRISTIAN LOVE OF GOD INCLUDES:

1. Walking fully in the Path of Jesus without denying
the legitimacy of other paths that God may provide for
humanity.

2. Listening for God’s Word, which comes through
daily prayer and meditation, studying the ancient
testimonies which we call Scripture, and attending to

God'’s present activity in the world.

3. Celebrating the God whose Spirit pervades and
whose glory is reflected in all of God’s Creation,
including the earth and its ecosystems, the sacred
and secular, the Christian and non-Christian, the
human and non-human.

4. Expressing our love in worship that is as sincere,
vibrant, and artful as it is scriptural.

CHRISTIAN LOVE OF NEIGHBOR INCLUDES:

5. Engaging people authentically, as Jesus did,
treating all as creations made in God’s very image,
regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, age,
physical or mental ability, nationality, or economic
class.

6. Standing, as Jesus does, with the outcast and
oppressed, the denigrated and afflicted, seeking
peace and justice with or without the support of
others.

7. Preserving religious freedom and the church’s
ability to speak prophetically to government by
resisting the commingling of church and state.

8. Walking humbly with God, acknowledging our own
shortcomings while honestly seeking to understand
and call forth the best in others, including those who
consider us their enemies.

CHRISTIAN LOVE OF SELF INCLUDES:

9. Basing our lives on the faith that in Christ all things
are made new and that we, and all people, are loved
beyond our wildest imaginations—for eternity.

10. Claiming the sacredness of both our minds and
our hearts, and recognizing that faith and science,
doubt and belief serve the pursuit of truth.

11. Caring for our bodies and insisting on taking time
to enjoy the benefits of prayer, reflection, worship,
and recreation in addition to work.

12. Acting on the faith that we are born with a
meaning and purpose, a vocation and ministry that
serve to strengthen and extend God’s realm of love.
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NEXT WEEKOS EVENTS @ New Chil drends Ppoutiq

I
MONDAY, January 30 I now open! l
7:00 p.m.  Sing Your Joy practice I The baby and children’s clothing has now I
expanded and is set up each
Wl TG 2 Friday in the Community Hall
9:00 a.m. Sportsball I where there is more room to

| display the items and more room

4:30 p.m.  Trustee meeting Ifor strollers. There is clothing as

WEDNESDAY, February 1 IweII as all children's accessories.
9:00 a.m.  Thrift Shop Annex Sorting I Please tell your family, friends
6:30 p.m.  Bell Choir and neighbours that we have enlarged our |
children's area and invite them to come out
7:00 p.m.  JNAC / Board Info Session | and use it. We also need more clothing etc.
8:00 p.m.  AA Group and so would welcome any donations. |
We hope this will be a time for |
THURSDAY, February 2 | parents of young families to enjoy a A\

| coffee and shop as well. Please

10:00 a.m. Walkie-Talkie Walking Group help us by spreading the word
| .

10:00 a.m. Arts and Alzheimer's
1:00 p.m. POOH
6:30 p.m.  Worship Choir practice
FRIDAY, February 3
10:00 a.m. Thrift Shop / Annex Sales
12:00 p.m. AA Group
SATURDAY, February 4

I We are open every Friday 10 am to

| 2 pm and the first Sat of every month
from 10 am to 12:30 pm

| Donations accepted Wed. 9 am to noon or |

I Friday during the sale.

Metcalfe Family

Doreen Metcalfe is recovering from surgery for

a brain tumour and will be undergoing radiation
7:00 p.m.  AA Group treatment. One way to support the family will

SUNDAY, February 5 be to he!p with meal preparation. For details

and to sign up please go to http://

10:00 a.m.  Worship mealbaby.com/viewregistry/11589525 .

11:15 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship

10: a.m. Thrift Shop Annex Garage Sale

If you would prefer to donate to a

2:00 p.m.  Worship Service Oak Bay Lodge, housekeeping fund, we will be arranging for
Members of the congregation welcome someone to clean their house in the coming

weeks, there is a collection envelope in the

church office.

For details contact Kathleen Cook 250.598.2280.

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Doreen Metcalfe, Margaret Adam, Betty A’'Hara,
Marjorie Paterson, Ibs Avery, Darren Calverley,
Lorna Cottrell, Carol EIms, Abbott Hunt,
and Tony Westlake.

If someone in the congregation is in need of pastoral care
or is in the hospital, please let the office know .
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A Christianity Worth Believing:

Hope-filled, Open-armed, Alive-and-well Faith for the Left
Out, Left Behind, and Let Down in us All [Paperback ($14.36]
This book by Doug Pagitt is non-judgemental and auto-
biographical — just the combination we like! (The book is on
the Information Table downstairs; apologies that it is not
available electronically)

During Lent, Keith will be hosting a series of four
CONVERSATIONS, Saturday mornings from 9:30 — 11:30
am. (February 25, March 17, March 24 and March 31).

The aim of these conversations is to create a safe place
where we can explore some aspects of church and the
Christian faith that have been under re-examination in recent
years.

If you are interested in participating, sign up on the sheet on
the information table.

Board needs a minute taker

Ken Adsett has been acting secretary as well as Past Chair
on the Board for the past year. He will continue to be part of
the Board as Past Chair but has stepped down from the
secretary work.

We thank Ken for his faithful work.

The work primarily is focused on taking the minutes at the
monthly Board meetings, which are held the third Tuesday of
the month, and producing a final version for distribution. The
office supports any necessary photocopying.

If you are a detail person, who would like to serve in this
position, please contact Kevin Cook.

Kevin.cook@smus.bc.ca 250.598. 2280

Attention all Knitters

OBUC youth group members and Monterey Middle School

students are running a knitting drive at their school- but they
need your help! If you have any spare yarn,
needles, or beginner knitter books lying
around, please bring them to church on
Sunday or contact Julia Young at
dropping.stitch@gmail.com.

Victoria Presbytery Report

Victoria Presbytery met on the 24 of January at St. Aidan’s
United Church

The annual budget and projections for 2012 were presented.
There was a $66 increase to our allocation (payment to
presbytery) at OBUC but no major budget changes from last
year, although there were some reallocations within the
budget. “Sing Your Joy: is now in the regular budget and
some financial allocation was assigned to cover the costs for
the planned Presbytery-wide worship event scheduled for
July 29 to be held in large tented area at the Saanich
Fairgrounds. This event is in the early planning

stages. Shady Creek Church (which is 150 this year) is
leading the coordination/planning. Please let Carol Martin or
Arnold Ranneris know if you are interested in helping.

2012 is the 50" anniversary of United Church Women. The
UCW and its predecessors have made a great contribution to
the life and witness of the church through their fundraising for
M & S among other areas, and leadership in the church in
Canada. They gather this year to consider their future.

We welcomed Rev Dr. Lt.(N) Eloi (pronounce Elway) Gunn
who transferred from London Presbytery to the Victoria
Presbytery and is at Esquimalt base in Victoria.

Minute for Mission

The “mission” to highlight today is “Our Place Society”. The
Winter, 2012 newsletter is out, (copies on the information
table downstairs.)The format includes many photos and short
articles which tell about this caring, year round outreach, pick
up a copy.

Library

The 2011 DVD of “Mission and Service Stories” which has
short clips of some 19 “mission and service” projects.

There is also a print copy of the “Mission and Service Stories”
in 2012.

Imagine: A Retreat for Children
Ages 8-11

Feb 24 to 26, 2012

Stillwood Retreat Centre, Abbotsford

This event is a time for children to get together, enjoy the
outside, and make new friends.

Gaye will accompany all children attending from OBUC.

For more information talk to Gaye
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WORSHIP SUPPORT WORSHIP ROSTER

COMMUNION SERVERS
Sam and Josh Beaver, Carol Martin,
Beverley March, George Stewardson

CHURCH SCHOOL
Kathleen Cook Joy Gregory, Kristin Holland,
Rhiannon Cockayne and Pam Fowles

COFFEE
Marjorie and Russ Raine and Suzanne Terice

COLLECTION COUNTERES
George and Merle Stewardson and
Jacquie Corrigan

LIFT OPERATOR
John Reid

POWERPOINT OPERATOR
Lorna Cottrell

READER
Diane Groneberg

SOUND OPERATOR
Andy Hagen

SYMBOLS
Sarah Shumanski, Liam France,
Laurel Hansen and Julia Young.

USHERS
Ken Adsett, Margaret Adsett, Heather Davis

January 29 Keith Howard and Gaye Sharpe
Feb 5 Keith Howard and Gaye Sharpe
Feb 12 Keith Howard and Gaye Sharpe
Feb 19 Joy Sunday, last Sunday before Lent

Notice of Annual General Meeting

The AGM will be held on February 26, 2012 following the worship service.
A light lunch will be served.

DIAL-A-PRAYER
Please telephone: 250.598.5021 ext. 4

PRAYER CHAIN

Beverly March 250.595.1741
Merle Stewardson 250.598.4172

Church Office, Susan Whitehead, Office Administrator

Tel: 250.598.5021 ext. 0

FAX: 250.598.5095

Mailing Address: 1355 Mitchell Street Victoria BC V8S 4P9

Email: oakbayuc@shaw.ca

On the web: http://www.oakbayunitedchurch.ca

OFFICE OPERATING HOURS ARE FROM TUESDAY TO FRIDAY FROM 9:00 AM TO 3:00 PM -- THE OFFICE IS CLOSED MONDAYS.

Keith Howard, Minister
Tel: 250.598.5021 ext. 204

KEITH IS IN ON-SITE, WEDNESDAY THROUGH FRIDAY DURING NORMAL OFFICE HOURS

Gaye Sharpe, Designated Lay Minister

Tel: 250.598.5021 ext. 203

Gail Miller, Pastoral Care Minster

Tel: 250.888-7257

Gordon Miller, Music Ministry
Tel: 250.213.1948

E-mail: keith.oakbay@shaw.ca

E-mail: gaye.oakbay@shaw.ca

E-mail gl.miller@shaw.ca

E-mail: gordon@millermusic.ca

Carol Martin, Administration & Community Development

Tel: 250.598.5021 ext. 201

Dara Shutty, Youth Minister
Tel: 250.896.0227

Email: carol.oakbay@shaw.ca

Email: dara.shutty@hotmail.com
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